
BRIDGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16 July 2024 commencing 7.30 pm at Bridgham & Roudham David O’Neale Memorial Village Hall.

Councillors Present: Cllr P Graham (Chair), Cllr D Gilks, Cllr G Sharpe, Cllr J Youngs and Cllr R Wright 

Also in attendance:  Sara Campbell & 3 members of the public

To consider accepting apologies for absence:
None

To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4 June 2024
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4 June 2024 (pages 1-4 of 4) previously circulated to all members, were unanimously agreed and signed by the chair.

To receive declarations of interest and requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests or other interests:
None

To receive questions or comments from the parishioners:
None

To receive the reports from the District & County Councillors:
None.

To receive Clerk’s report:
The Clerk updated the Council on the following:
· Email received regarding Parish Partnership funding
· Emails received regarding the dangerous bend as you enter the village from Thetford, Highways response is “do nothing” – Clerk to respond that the Council are not happy that nothing is done.

To receive and consider updates on the following projects and initiatives:
1.1. Installation of a defibrillator – This has been received.  To do:
1.1.1. Agree position on the wall outside the Village Hall
1.1.2. Organise the electricity supply
1.1.3. Organise training
1.1.4. Register with The Circuit
1.2. Creating a book swap at the Village Hall – Clerk to order the shed, delivery to Cllr Sharpe, order the plain wooden one and Cllr Sharpe will treat.   Clerk confirmed with Council they are happy with the height, Councillors are happy with this.

To consider potential improvements to the playing field area:  
8, 9 & 11Councillors agreed to focus first on the zip wire.  It was agreed to meet at the playing field at 7.00 pm prior to the next meeting of the Parish Council in September.

To consider the feedback from the recent consultation held at the playing field: See 8 above

To receive an update on dogs being walked at the playing field:
Following lengthy discussions, Councillors agreed that well behaved dogs can be walked around the edge of the playing field on leads.  Notices requesting that, all dogs MUST be on leads and not go onto the football pitch, will be displayed.  Clerk to notify the Football Club.

To receive an update on the remedial work following the recommendations of the 2024 ROSPA Inspection of the play equipment: See 8. above

To receive an update on the repair of the damage to the village hall steps:
The clamp system has been ordered – repair is imminent.

PLANNING:
1.3. To Comment on any Current planning applications: 
None 
1.4. To receive an update on any previous planning applications:
None.
1.5. To agree comments on the Breckland Council Preferred Options Draft Local Plan consultation especially relating to the preferred option for 1900 new homes on agricultural land in Larling:
Councillors concerns were:
Infrastructure – drainage foul and clean water
Doctors – East Harling Surgery has no capacity
Schools
Congestion
Effect on wildlife, environment, hedges and trees
Loss of agricultural land effect on food chain
Clerk to respond to consultation making above points.

[bookmark: _Hlk156220376][bookmark: _Hlk165304690]FINANCE
1.6. Approval of payments to be made 

Payments (C) Unanimously approved
	PAY TYPE
	PAYEE
	DESCRIPTION
	ACTUAL AMOUNT
	VAT
	PAYE

	D/D
	Npower
	Electricity – May
	221.60
	12.37
	

	D/D
	Npower
	Electricity – June
	194.67
	11.34
	

	Onnline
	T T Jones
	Street Light Maintenance
	70.26
	
	

	Online
	British Heart Foundation
	Re Defibrillator
	1,847.99
	
	

	Online
	ClearScape 
	1727,1753,1776
	585.00
	
	

	Online
	ROSPA
	Play Area Inspect
	93.60
	
	

	Online
	Robin Goreham
	Internal Audit
	70.00
	
	

	Online
	Unity Bank
	Quarterly Charge
	18.00
	
	

	Online
	Sara Campbell
	Salary & Exp June
	204.75
	
	

	Online
	Sara Campbell
	Salary & Exp July
	231.30
	
	

	Online
	ICO
	Data Protection
	35.00
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL £
	3,572.17
	
	



Receipts (B)

	Date
	Account
	Received From
	Amount

	16/7/24
	Unity Trust
	Village Hall – re Defib
	1,000.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL £
	1,000.00



Responsible Finance Officer’s Report:

	Details
	CR
	DR
	 

	Cash Book Balances Brought Forward
Community Account 
Unity Account 
TOTAL A
	
1,550.50
5,557.14
7,107.64
	 
	 

	Receipts this month (Community Account & Unity Account )(listed above): B
	3,572.17
	
	 

	Payments this month (Unity & Community)
(listed above): C
	
	1,000
	 

	Cash Book Balance Carried Forward
(=A+B-C-D)
Community & Unity Account Balances
	 
	 
	4,535.47

	Premium Account  Balance £2,286.36
	
	 
	2,286.36

	Less Reserves (inc. Earmarked)
	
	
	4,587.37

	TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE TO SPEND 
	 
	 
	2,234.46


1. To consider the Internal Auditor’s report for year ending 31 March 2024:
The Clerk read the report to the Council, it was unanimously agreed to accept the report.
1.8. To agree the accounts for year ending 31 March 2024:
Unanimously agreed.
1.9. To consider whether to exempt from an external audit and if so to authorise the Clerk and Chairman to sign the form:
Councillors agreed unanimously to certify the Council exempt.   Cllr Graham and the Clerk signed the Certificate of Exemption.
1.10. To approve and sign Section 1 – Annual Governance Statements 2023/24
The Clerk read the Governance Statements 1-8 in Section 1 – Page 4 of 6 of the AGAR, the Council responded YES to each statement and confirmed the statement relating to the Council being a Sole Managing Trustee was not applicable.  The Clerk and the Chair duly signed the statement.
1.11. To approve and sign Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2023/24
The Clerk read and explained the figures in the Accounting Statements 2023/24 in Section 2 – Page 5 of 6 of the AGAR – The Chair signed to approve the Accounting Statements

To agree a date for the Parish Maintenance Working Group to undertake a parish spruce up and consider tasks to be undertaken:
Cllr Young will organise a group to look at the bus shelter.
Cllr Young will organise a litter pick – there is equipment in the village hall cupboard.
Cllr Graham will organise a group to meet at the playing field.

To receive items for the next Agenda:
None

To agree the proposed time and date of the next parish council meeting:  
Next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 17 September 2024 at 7.30 pm

Meeting Closed at 20:55 pm
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